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“BEEING” GOD'S PEOPLE
AT TIME OF GREAT NEED

As witnessed and reported by
Martha Buser, OSU

When Jesus spoke about the Kingdom of
God, He used many images: birds, seeds,
flowers of the field, nets thrown into the
sea. Too bad He never spoke of bees.

July 20 the Kingdom of God resembled a
beehive! It was a day the Dare to Care truck
made a delivery to the food pantry at Shively
Area Ministries. That day 25,000 pounds of

close to 100, but the workers never slowed
their mission of placing items neatly in stacks
where other volunteers would prepare bags for
clients.

The first volunteer a client met on that
Wednesday was Nancy Shoemaker . Nancy
was greeter that day and she welcomed clients
with a smile and a pleasant word. She volun-
teers at SAM because she wants to carry out
the word of Jesus to feed the hungry. She
recognizes the needs of people and treats
them with dignity. Blessed are the ones who
bring cheer to the downhearted. Nancy often
hears the gratitude in people’s voices as they
thank her for the help the ministry can give and
has given.

Joe Nevitt and his crew of volunteers take up
the task of filling the requests from clients that
Karen Van Vactor , another volunteer, calls in
to them. Joe’s very busy seeing that the re-
quests are filled but also making sure that the
volunteers are taken care of. That particular
hot July day, his care included passing out
cold water to very hard-working volunteers. He
was giving a drink of water to the thirsty even
as he was saying, “Keep moving!” Both are
Kingdom actions.

Joe has been at SAM for one year now.
Sometimes he doesn’t know how he even got
here, but he knows that he is laboring for the
Kingdom along with many other fine and
dedicated people. He's blessed to be here, he
says. And he’s convinced that the One who
brought him here is somehow sitting over the
top of the building looking out for the ministry.

Joe works with many of the 140 volun-
teers. He listens to them when they offer
advice because he respects them and
realizes they have been at the ministry
much longer than he has, some from the
time of its opening, like Lloyd Payne
who quips he’s been here for 100

years!

One of Joe’s prayers is for MORE
ROOM. The day Dare to Care delivers
the food for the month, the storage room
is filled top to bottom. If there were more
room, there would be space for other
donations which come in from many
generous sources. Pam Tompkins, a
faithful volunteer, rejoiced in her story
of how a woman from the Church of God
of Prophecy gave her 100 cases of
crackers and as many other snacks. Pam
stored the donation in her own garage
until there was room at the ministry!

Then there was the donation from the
young people from a national youth
gathering, who had just finished a
workshop on helping poor people. The
group was looking for outlets for their
generosity. They called SAM and offered
to donate some items. Baby supplies are
always in demand and so this need was
suggested, not anticipating what the
young people would do. Their generous
donations filled 30 diaper bags of
supplies — diapers, lotion, bath powder,
wipes and more, including the diaper
bags — for families with infants.

But of course, where would these gifts
be stored? In the hallway of course! The
ministry was filled that day not just in the
storage room but also in the hallways
and offices. It is clear that there is real
need for more space. Amusingly, SWAT
pest control, donating their monthly
service, came that day and so there was
no danger of unwelcome visitors among
the donations!

The need of the clients comes first.
The numbers have increased over the
past years. For example, as of June 30

of this year, 5,667 households have been
served. That's 613 more households than
last year in just six months! Shively Area
Ministry’s clientele is growing — unfortu-
nately.

Karen Van Vactor , who interviews clients
and assesses the clients’ needs, says she has
seen an increase of 2 to 3 times the number
of people who come for help. When Karen
has completed her assessment, she calls the
store room and gives them the name of the
client. The people who come fall into many
categories: some are single parents who have
lost their jobs, some are veterans returning
without a job and needing to provide for their
families. Many are elderly people whose
needs grow as they age. The stories the cli-
ents share are often heartbreaking and cry out
for justice — a hand up and not a hand out.
The Kingdom of God is longing to be real-
ized here.

But back in the storage room, the Kingdom is
flourishing. David Bradford says, “Here, let
Joe is still saying, “Keep
moving.” Earl Whiting has put 144,400 miles
on his van rushing once a week from Chow
Down with snacks and chips for the clients.
George Wright brings day-old bread from
Kroger’'s — every day! Even Steve Dougherty ,
the Dare to Care driver has a comment:
“Hope starts here.” That day Steve returned
after his task to help arrange the supplies at
SAM and brought his teenage daughter along.

The Home Commodity Program delivers
from the ministry food for 45 households of
people over 60 who live below the poverty line
—just in the 40216 area. These are people
who cannot get out of their homes to pick up
food. Tom Simpson and Butch Shoemaker
have been doing this Kingdom task for over
10 years in rain, snow and summer heat.

Qualities of the Kingdom include joy and
love, care and concern, humor, and
laughter and compassion and sorrow for
the ills of others. The beehive that is the
food pantry at SAM buzzes with all of it

While food distribution is not the only ministry
at SAM, it is the one many people know of.
And those who have seen the facility realize
how much Kingdom work goes on there. They
also see that as the needs increase there
simply is not enough room for the supplies
given by many generous people. The
Kingdom is a place of hope and trust and
SAM believes that its needs will be filled

by those seeking to give to the needy of
Shively.

You have an opportunity to help build the
Kingdom by donating to the food pantry
expansion. Call Sister Jean Anne or
Roxanna for more information or send
your donation to the ministry. We are close
to our goal and you are invited to help us
reach that goal.




WISH LIST 2010-2011 ANNUAL REPORT
(July, 2010—June, 2011)

Peanut Butter

C_rackers We were faithful to our mission by:
Diapers
Size 4,5and 6 « Assisting 287 people with
Laundry Detergent housing
Gift Cards for Christmas « Securing utilities for 2009 people
Assistance Program « Paying for prescription
medications for 304 people
[ ® » Feeding 13,164 people
* Clothing 1,420 people
HOW CAN WE » Assisting 28_4 individuals with
transportation
THANK YOU » Delivering meals to 344 people
ENOUGH? » Delivering commodities to 482
homebound seniors
Monarch’s « Distributing school supplies and
Fundraising Event school uniforms to 731 children
raised $25,000 « Helping 1,653 adults and

children at Christmas

. TOTAL PEOPLE SERVED 20,678*
Food Pantry Expansion

2010-2011 Audit* At A Glance
(July 1, 2010—June,30 2011)

INCOME

Capital Campaign $181,927
Grants $ 93,809
Public Support $ 62,448
Fundraising $ 60,433
Organizational Support $ 52,406
Government Grants $ 50,700
Other Income $ 12,998
Interest Income $ 69
Total Income $514,790
EXPENSES

Program Services $455,346
Administrative $ 33,521
Fundraising $ 26,529
Total Expenses $515,396

raised $200,000 *Duplicated services / approximately
(Total needed—$225,000) 10,883 unduplicated *Performed by Monroe Shine CPA’s
Non-Profit Org.
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STAFF
Roxanna Trivitt—Executive Director
Angie Hare—Operations Manager
Sr. Jean Ann Zappa, OSU—Mission Advancement
Joe Nevitt—Food Pantry/Seasonal Program Coordinator.
Brandi Mikesell—Financial Assistance Program Coordinator
Susie LaFave—Meals On Wheels Coordinator
Pat Turner—Intake Coordinator
Kelly Morgan—Bookkeeper

(502) 447-4330 PHONE
(502) 449-4176 FAX
www.shivelyareaministries.com
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BOARD MEMBERS ordinary men, women and children.

_ Most are dressed nicely but their ex-
\C/ik(‘:Z"Chair gf\xejgﬁgrgfggigh pressions communicate fear, discon-
Secretary Candice Craven tentment, pain and trauma. Sitting
Treasurer  Kevin Crabtree across from you is a woman named

Steve MacLauchlan Carla. Carlais single, living alone,
éaetl‘i;aG'vi'IE'i'::o relies on public transportation, and

Bill Whitman works hard to stretch her income she
Sherri Weber earns from her job at a local hospital.
Bill Niemeier Without advanced notice, her hours
gtrevé.f\?'ver.rgﬁ? were reduced making it impossible to
Greg Daunhauer pay her bills and put food on the table.

Ann Dreisbach
To your right sits Billy who has just

i o returned home from serving our
THE FACES OF HUNGER country in Iraq. He is now disabled
and all he has to provide for his family
Roxanna Trivitt, Executive Director, of four is his disability check. This is
spoke in Frankfort on behalf of all Dare not enough to pay for rent, utilities,
To Care Food Bank Distribution sites medication, food, car insurance and
sharing the picture of hunger in Louisville, gas. Across the room is John and
Kentucky. “I never thought | would see Sara, an elderly couple, with their 10
the day when we would need to expand year old granddaughter, whose mother
our food pantry”, said Roxanna in her is a drug addict who unable to care for
opening remarks. Come with me to our her daughter. John and Sara’s only
waiting room and you will see single men, income is social security and now
some homeless looking others just they have another mouth to feed and
care for.

The rising cost of food is a small chal-
lenge compared to Robert’s battle with
cancer. Leaving him battling expen-
sive medical bills and fighting for his
life. He is offered additional fresh pro-
duce and only takes what he knows he
will eat because he doesn’t want to
take from someone else who made
have greater need.

After closing time, the door bell rings
and Keisha and her husband and
three small children are hungry and
desperately looking for some food.
Keisha is in tears and shouts, “please
help me | can’t feed my children today!
They told me life would be easy in
America but it's not!”

These are just a few stories but there
are hundreds more told each week.
God speaks to us in the faces of the
hungry. Food should be our greatest
resource and yet it is our greatest
challenge. What can you do today to
help feed the hungry? Call Joe Nevitt
at 447-4330, ext. 27 to find out how or
refer to our Wish List.



