
 All of the volunteers interviewed for this 
article pleaded for more young people to 
help deliver the meals. Stefen  gives a 
great witness of what young folks can do 
and would like to be joined by more of his 
peers. As a freshman at Butler High 
School, he extends an  invitation to other 
teens to get involved.  
 
SAM’s home delivered meal program 
started in 1993.  It fills a great need in the 
Shively area where there are many elderly       
persons who depend on it for a hot meal 
five times a week. The food is prepared 
by Jewish St. Mary’s Hospital and the 
drivers pick it up there.  Once they estab-
lish a routine, feeding God’s people takes 
on new meaning. 

 
Blessed are those who organize 

and serve as well.   
 
Susie LaFave  is one person who does 
both  of these operations.  Susie is in 
charge of seeing that the volunteers know 
when and where they are going to deliver 
meals.  She’s the one who really knows 
the generosity of the volunteers. And 
Susie steps in to take on a route when 
someone cannot do it. Susie has been 
serving, by example, for the past 13 years 
with SAM, for which time thousands have 
been blessed. 
 
To volunteer, contact Susie LaFave at 
447-4330, ext. 29. 
 
 
Come, Blessed of My Father, you      
have responded from your youth              

to the  needs of My Flock.”  
 
Stefen Ragsdale is an example of young 
people’s care for others. Fortunately, he  
is not alone. For the second year in a row, 
Jessica  has requested that her friends 
give her gift cards instead of presents for 
her birthday. She then gives the cards to 
SAM. This year Jessica was at the       
ministry to help distribute the cards to 
clients who needed them. At 11 years of 
age, Jessica is on her way to being a 
great volunteer. 
 
 Again this year Holy Cross students  
have shown interest in Shively Area     
Ministries. They collected $950.00 for a 
Christmas project and gave it to SAM. 
They designated the money for the    
UTILITY MATCH, which means LG&E  
will match their gift. This will give money 
for us to use for clients in need of help 
with their utilities.  
 
 You can join these young servants by 
sending a check to SAM and designate 
on the check memo line for UTILITY 
MATCH. Your donation will be doubled  
by LG&E and you will have given  
warmth to God’s People  who need it. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

S.A.M. VOLUNTEERS! 
 

The King said to  
those on His right,  

‘Come Blessed of My Father,  
I was hungry  and you fed me. . .”   

 
These words could well have been spoken 
to the volunteers from SAM who help deliver 
meals to the homebound.  
 
Volunteers have much to share, among 
laughter and tears, about their visits to   
approximately 35 shut-ins in the Shively 
area.   The meals and total program funding 
are generously received from Jewish St. 
Mary’s Hospital. The volunteers deliver 
much more than just a hot meal.  They de-
liver unexpected services such as taking out 
the garbage or repairing a screen door.  
 
 Daisy Smith , one truly dedicated servant to 
delivering meals for the past 19 years, actu-
ally took a client off the clothes line! One 
day, Daisy went to deliver food to an elderly 
lady, 92 years old. When Daisy couldn’t find 
her, she discovered her caught in the 
clothes line. The lady was doubly grateful 
that day, and Daisy had a great story to 
share. 
 
 Stefen Ragsdale , volunteer, has a  
unique history. Stefen has been volunteer-
ing for 11 years. Since Stefen is all of 15 
years old at present, that means he’s been 
his “Papaw’s” arms and legs since he was 
4! That’s got to be a record. Stefen has 
great compassion for the clients he serves. 
He is especially touched by the growing 
helplessness he sees in the elderly men and 
women he has served over his 11 years 
helping his grandparents, Dana and Bill 
Ragsdale.  
  
Dana and Bill are proud of Stefen, but they 
are no laggards themselves. They pick up 
food at Jewish St. Mary’s Hospital and set 
out on a 10 to 20 mile round trip delivering 
the food. They get started between 3:30 pm 
- 4 pm and are finished in about two hours. 
They do this ministry about three times a 
week. 

 “I was lonely and you visited me, 
afraid and you comforted me.”   
 
Very often the volunteers are the only 
people their clients see in a day and the 
volunteers give of themselves, comforting 
and cheering those they visit. Many are 
the tales the volunteers tell of their minis-
try! They have learned which clients are 
avid UK fans and when birthdays are.  
 
 More than one volunteer with have found 
their clients very ill. Occasionally they 
have even found them on the floor unable 
to get up. The volunteers care for their 
clients and they all agree that they re-
ceive much more than they give. Stefen 
said he has learned respect, patience and 
kindness among other life’s lessons. 
 
Lloyd and Betty Payne  have been faith-
ful to their ministry since SAM began in 
1988.  It is with regret that they retire from 
service to people who have become like 
family. They have “loved every minute” of 
feeding the hungry and they say good-
bye with tears.  
 
 The Payne's are no strangers to   
volunteering. They have offered their  
service to Wayside Christian Mission and 
to St. Vincent de Paul as well as to 
Shively Area Ministries. The words of the 
King apply to them: “Well done, good 
and faithful servants.” 
 
 Ben Gagel , who has delivered meals  
over 15 years, is another retiring volun-
teer. Ben says he could write a book of 
stories about his years of feeding the hun-
gry. He loved doing little things for his 
clients like remembering birthdays.  He 
found the ministry easy in a way because 
he loved the people he met, realizing that 
he may have been the only person who  
visited his client that day. His eyes filled  
up when he told how important the pro-
gram is.  He and the others talked about 
the need for more  volunteers. 
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Holy Cross Student Council �

Meals On Wheels Volunteers   
Left to Right—Lloyd Payne, Betty Payne, Daisy Smith,  

Stefen Ragsdale, Dana Ragsdale, Ben Gagel, Bill Ragsdale. 
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Blessed are those who see a good 
thing and keep repeating it!  

 
Last Fall the annual banquet and awards 
dinner made $25,000 dollars for program 
expenses. With such enthusiasm among 
our supporters, we’re going to do it again! 
Save the date:  

September 27, 2012  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

at Incarnation Church.  
 

The Monarchs will be there!  
 

You’re invited to do the same! 
 More information later. 

Blessed are those who dream 
dreams and who hope their  

wishes are met: 
 

Peanut butter  
 
 

Canned goods 
 
 

Crackers 
 
 

Cereal 
 
 

Baby Diapers, size  
4, 5, and 6 

 
 

Laundry detergent, bath soap 
 

 
 
Did you know that the last three  items 
cannot be purchased with food stamps?  
 
 
Think of what families with children need 
every day! 
 

“Blessed are the generous who 
give gifts that enlarge the  

capacity of others to give!”   
 
The following families and foundations 
have made generous gifts toward the  
expansion of the food pantry and in  
anticipation of VISION 25: 
              Byerly Ford Nissan 

Cralle Foundation        
FifthThird Bank 

Gheens Foundation 
CE&S Foundation  

KY Colonels 
Kosair Charities 

Lubrizol Foundation  
PNC Bank 
Zoeller Co   

Daunhauer, Thieneman,  
Whitman, & Rutledge  Families    

 Without the generosity of such donors, 
the expanding ministry of SAM would not 
have enough room to store the food and 
commodities so needed by our clients. 
Unfortunately, the number of people  
coming to SAM for basic needs is also 
growing. 

Blessed is the progress being 
made on the expansion of the  

food pantry!   
               
Through all kinds of wintry weather, the 
expansion goes on. At present the  
construction is on time and within budget. 
For a while all that could be seen of  
progress was bulldozers, backhoes, piles 
of dirt and a muddy parking lot, but now 
you can tell it’s an expanding food pantry. 
              
 Because of MSD regulations, we had to 
put in $8,000 worth of landscaping. A 
Shively organization generously paid for 
all the landscaping and we are grateful. If 
you would like to donate to the food pantry 
project, you could donate in honor or 
memory of your loved ones. A plaque with 
your loved one's name will be placed on a 
shrub for $100 or on a tree for $250.  
Please contact Roxanna or Sister Jean 
Anne if you are interested. 
                  
 To celebrate the completion of the  
project, a dedication is planned for Thurs-
day, March 15th at 9 a.m.   SAM is very 
grateful to all who have contributed to this 
venture of enlarging our capacity to serve.  
 

Blessed are those who give to  
those in need!  
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have their fill, but they will help  
others to do the same.   

           
Each Lent there is a lite lunch, prayer  
service and sermon held at Chapel Hill 
United Church of Christ . The free will 
lunch donations  are matched by the Fein-
stein Foundation to stock the food pantry 
at Shively Area Ministries. The goodness 
just keeps being passed along. It’s like 
having your cake and eating it, too.  
     

Please join us on  
March 14, 21 and 28 at noon  
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Roxanna Trivitt—Executive Director 
Angie Hare—Operations Manager 
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Joe Nevitt—Food Pantry/Seasonal Program Coordinator 
Susie LaFave—Meals On Wheels Coordinator 
Pat Turner—Intake Coordinator 
Kelly Morgan—Secretary/Bookkeeper                                   
Brandi Mikesell—Financial Assistance Program Coordinator 
 
 
(502) 447-4330  PHONE 
(502) 449-4176  FAX 
www.shivelyareaministries.com 

BOARD MEMBERS  
      
Chair Steve Scarborough  
Vice Chair    Rev. John Frazier  
Secretary     Candice Craven 
Treasurer     Kevin Crabtree 
 Steve MacClauchlan 
 Laura Melillo 
 Celia Gilpin 
 Bill Whitman 
 Sherri Weber 
 Bill Neimeier 
 Dr. Eric Wright 
 Greg Daunhauer 
 David Owen   

Justin Breitenstein  

The King said  
and one of our clients agreed :  

“God bless you real good”  

 


